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Who am I? 
which much to my dismay ended up bringing in mostly 

divorces and bankruptcies. Talk about depressing!   

 

After the adoption of my boys was finalized, I moved 

back to my home state to be closer to family and 

begin deciding what I would do work wise to support 

us all.  I knew it needed to be flexible, stress free, and 

still bring in enough money to support my family. 

 

And that is when I came across a Facebook ad for 

online ESL teaching.  I began teaching a week later 

and have been doing it ever since.  Over the last three 

years I have been able to go from this being a part 

time job bringing in some extra cash each month to 

something that is able to support me and my now 5 

children, 2 dogs, 1 cat, 3 goats, 2 sheep, 2 turkeys, 10 

ducks and numerous chickens on our own small farm.  I 

have been able to achieve my goals and dreams all 

from the comfort of a classroom in the corner of my 

bedroom.  My goal is to help you so the same!      

Hello!  My name is Teacher Brett and I am so excited 

that you are contemplating joining the wonderful 

world of teaching online ESL (English as a Second 

Language).  Before we begin I want to share with you 

a little about me and how I got here. 

 

Fifteen years ago I left college and begin teaching 

Special Education in the typical brick and mortar 

classroom.  After a few years, I realized I loved the 

students and teaching but hated all of the other stuff 

that came along with the public school system.  I 

enrolled in law school to pursue a career in 

educational law in the evenings.  After law school I 

took an administrative position supervising special 

education teachers and programs throughout the 

district.  As if that wasn't enough responsibility for a 

twenty-something who barely knew what she was 

doing, I became a single foster parent and was placed 

with three brothers (then 5, 2, and 7 weeks old).   

 

I quickly realized that I needed a job that allowed me 

more flexibility and required less time and travel.  I left 

the school district and started my own law practice,  

youtube.com/teacherbrett 

http://www.youtube.com/teacherbrett
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So  you have heard it is possible to have a legit

work at home job by teaching English online,

but what does that really mean?  In this

chapter we are going to cover what exactly

this job entails and what to expect as an

online ESL teacher. 

CHAPTER  1  WHAT IS AN 
ONLINE ESL 
TEACHER? 



THE JOB 
DESCRIPTION: 
Three years ago when I made the switch to 

teaching English online I was skeptical, but 

this really is the best job in the world!  I make 

my own schedule, I'm usually done working 

before my kids wake up in the morning, and 

I don't even have to change out of my 

pajamas most days. 

 

As an online ESL teacher you will be 

teaching English to non-native speakers 

using the internet.  Depending on the 

company you choose you could be teaching 

children in China, adults in Russia, or 

anything in between.  Some companies 

conduct classes one on one while others 

may offer small groups.  At a few companies 

you can even teach an entire classroom of 

students across the globe. 

 

You will typically be an "independent 

contractor" meaning their are no benefits 

and you are responsible for your own taxes.  

Some companies provide a 1099 tax form at 

the end of the year. 

 

 

"TEACH ENGLISH 
TO NON-NATIVE 

SPEAKERS USING 
THE INTERNET" 

You will connect with your students using the 

internet, typically the company will have their 

own platform that you will log into or will use 

a third party service like SKYPE or ZOOM to 

conduct classes.  Classes are generally 

anywhere from 25 minutes to an hour long.  

 

Most companies will use video/audio to 

conduct classes, however there are some 

which are audio only (if you are shy on camera 

then this is for you!).Most of the main stream 

online ESL companies will provide you with a 

pre-made curriculum, usually in the form of a 

PowerPoint like lesson. 

 

Pay can vary greatly between companies.  Your 

experience, education, location, citizenship, 

and performance during the interview will 

determine the pay offered.  In general, if you 

are a native speaker from USA or Canada with 

a bachelors degree you will be making 

somewhere between $14-25 an hour. 

"I WAS SKEPTICAL 
AT FIRST, BUT THIS 
REALLY IS THE BEST 
JOB IN THE WORLD!" 
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Although each online ESL company will have

slightly different requirements, most

companies are looking for similar

qualifications and equipment.  In this chapter

we will cover what you need to get hired and

begin working in the online ESL industry. 

CHAPTER  2  

WHAT ARE THE 
REQUIREMENTS? 



QUALIFICATIONS & 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED: 

Each company will have slightly different 

requirements for their online ESL teachers.  We 

are going to review the typical requirements 

that most mainstream online ESL companies 

require, however if you don't meet these 

qualifications don't give up hope!  You may 

just have to work a little harder to find a 

company that will accept your qualifications. 

Many of the mainstream online ESL 

companies market their classes as being 

taught by a "native" speaker.  Although there is 

much debate among teachers as to what that 

means and if it is a fair requirement, for our 

purposes today this typically means having 

grown up with English as your first language.  

Companies are looking for a neutral accent, 

usually with a preference for a North American 

accent. 

There are companies out there that will hire 

non-native speakers or speakers with a non- 

neutral or non-preferred accent!  If you are in 

this category check out a link for a list of 

options in Chapter 3. 

 

Typical Requirements: 

Native Speaker

Legally Able to work in 

the USA or Canada 

Bachelors Degree

TESOL/TEFL Certification

Experience

NATIVE SPEAKER: 
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Again this may not be a requirement for all 

companies, but the more well known and 

higher paying companies usually require you 

to be legally able to work in the USA or 

Canada.  This does not mean that you must 

currently live in these countries.  Many of the 

companies allow you to work anywhere in the 

world, or at least where their servers are 

located. 

 

 

 "IF YOU DON'T 
MEET THESE 

QUALIFICATIONS 
DON'T GIVE UP 

HOPE!" 

With some countries recently  increasing their 

laws regarding education, many companies 

now require teachers to have a bachelors 

degree.  Typically this degree can be in any 

subject as long as you can provide your actual 

degree/diploma or transcripts. 

 

Some companies will allow you to apply if you 

are in the process of your degree and some will 

accept an Associates or less, but those are 

becoming increasingly rare. 

"I WAS SKEPTICAL 
AT FIRST, BUT THIS 
REALLY IS THE BEST 
JOB IN THE WORLD!" 

LEGALLY ABLE TO 
WORK IN USA OR 
CANADA: 

BACHELORS DEGREE: 
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TESOL/TEFL: 
In addition to a Bachelors degree many 

companies want to see some sort of additional 

certification on teaching English as a second 

language, like a TESOL or TEFL Certificate.  

These can be obtained for as little as $5 (and a 

few hours) or into the thousands (up to a year 

long course)  Ultimately you get what you pay 

for, but a cheap certificate will be enough for 

most of these companies.  

Click here to get 

TESOL cheap! 

EXPERIENCE: 
You will need to show some level of experience 

with children or the age group your company 

provides services to.  This doesn't have to be 

actual teaching or tutoring experience.  it can 

include things like coaching, Sunday school, 

homeschooling, babysitting, etc. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdbVI5bbLhI


TECHNOLOGY NEEDED: 

The requirements for computers will vary between companies.  You may be able to get 

by with a chromebook or older computer/laptop depending on the company platform.  

Many companies are moving to more and more graphics and interactive content in 

their lessons which may require a better quality computer. 

 

 

Invest in the highest internet speed you have in your area.  You can test your internet speed by 

going to a website like speedtest.net, be sure to select a server in the country you will be teaching 

to when running the test.  You will generally want a download of at least 20mbs and a ping of less 

than 200.  You will want to hardwire into your router to ensure a smooth and stable connection. 

 

 

Typical Requirements: 

Computer/Laptop

Webcam

Headset with Microphone

hardwired Stable 

Internet Connection
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You will need a set of headphones with a microphone.  Avoid earbuds with the mic on the cord as 

they tend to create static or dropped sounds on the students side. You can get a 

headset/microphone of any price range.  Select a headset that will be comfortable for long 

stretches of time if you plan on teaching often.   

 

Your camera may already have a built in webcam that you can use.  However, i strongly suggest 

that you make an investment in an external webcam early on in your career.  It can make a huge 

difference in picture quality and lighting which often means more bookings and better reviews 

from clients. 

 

Click the icons for 

product links 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdbVI5bbLhI
https://amzn.to/2DPIppC
https://amzn.to/2FUY49n
https://amzn.to/2FUqkZT
https://amzn.to/2DQfmCp


OTHER THINGS NEEDED: 

You will need a space to hold your classes in.  

This space doesn't need to be large, but you 

should take a few things into consideration.  

The area will need to be quiet and free of 

distractions.  You want it to feel like a 

classroom.  Make sure the student can't see 

your living room or dirty dishes in the 

background.  If you can position yourself in 

front of a wall or solid background this will be 

best.  Remember this is the first impression 

clients will have about you!  Using colorful or 

educational decorations can make it feel more 

professional and class like.  Some companies 

may have certain requirements like a 

company banner or sign that needs to be 

placed in the background.   

When teaching a new language some props 

will be extremely useful to help the student 

understand what you are saying or the 

directions you are giving.  At the very least a 

whiteboard/markers and a puppet or stuffed 

animal (for younger students) will come in 

handy during class.   

CLASSROOM: 

PROPS: 
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Click HERE for  

my favorite 

props 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdbVI5bbLhI
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With the explosion of the online ESL industry

there are now hundreds of companies to

choose from when applying for a teaching

position.  In this chapter we will look at how

you can choose a company that works best for

your unique situation and needs. 

CHAPTER  3  HOW DO I 
CHOOSE AN 
ONLINE ESL 
COMPANY? 



WHAT TO 
CONSIDER: 
When looking for an online ESL company to 

apply for there are a few things you will want 

to consider.  First, you must ask yourself 

what type of company are you looking for.  

Knowing what hours you are willing to work, 

what age level students you are willing to 

teach, and whether you are willing to do 

groups will help you narrow down which 

companies to apply to at the beginning.   

 

With hundreds of companies out there to 

choose from it is easy to get overwhelmed.  I 

recommend applying to several companies 

that have a good reputation and an 

established presence.  You can search social 

media sites, glassdoor, and other search 

engines to get a feel for the company.   

 

Many of these companies overhire so that 

they can advertise large numbers of teachers 

to parents, yet do not have enough students 

to fill these teachers schedules.  Being hired 

at a few companies will increase  your odds 

of getting booked when just starting out 

 

 

 

 

"WITH HUNDREDS OF 
COMPANIES OUT 

THERE TO CHOOSE 
FROM IT IS EASY TO 

GET OVERWHELMED" 

You can then choose not to open slots or leave 

a a company that isn't booking you.  

Remember you are an independent contractor 

NOT an employee, so you get to determine 

what companies you will give your time to! 

 

If you are lacking any of the qualifications we 

discussed above you will have to spend a little 

more time looking through the companies 

listed below and may have fewer choices 

available to you.

"YOU GET TO 
DETERMINE WHAT 
COMPANIES YOU WILL 
GIVE YOUR TIME TO" 
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List of Companies 

for Native

List of Companies 

for Non-Native

https://www.goodairlanguage.com/non-native/
https://www.goodairlanguage.com/teaching-english-online-2/


Are you ready to begin?
Let me help you reach your goals

Visit my website 

for more tips!
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https://teacher.gogokid.com/?channelId=344&referralId=4GZJ7GKA
http://youtube.com/teacherbrett
https://t.vipkid.com.cn/mkt/landing/personal?referralToken=8cbe323761b560e84dc1cc6ea7eb2c60&refereeId=2306943
http://www.teacherbrett.com/

